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TAPS 
In memory of our         

departed comradesé 

                       
 

 

Wilmington Veterans Post 49 
140 E. Locust Street  Wilmington, OH 45177 

(937)382-2219 

September 2009 

Commanderôs Corner 

 
  The entertainment committee has   

chosen October 10th as our annual     

Legion Picnic or better known as boogie 

on the black top. Reduced prices, ham-

burgers and hot dogs, live band, and of 

course good company. We had fun at 

the conclusion of the Jerry Johnôs Ride. 

Letôs do it again. 

 

Again a reminder that the Legion will 

be conducting a brief ceremony on   

September 11th (Patriotôs Day) starting 

at 7:00 pm. Please try to attendðlest we 

forget. 

 

Well we did it. We passed our version 

of a stimulus bill. With over a two thirds 

majority vote, Legion members have 

given their vote of confidence to       

proceed with the remodeling / expan-

sion project. I certainly will keep you 

informed as the project moves along. 

 

Iôm already thinking about Veterans 

Day and the Senior Citizens Dinner. I 

would appreciate any assistance. 

 

     

 Jerry LeForge/ Commander 

* Post 49 members 
...may their souls rest in peace 

     RICHARD ELLIS 
     EDWARD A. MONTAVON 
     FRANK WEST 
   *KENNETH CAMP 

LEGION RIDERS 
As most everybody knows, the weather 
did not cooperate with the Jerry Johnôs 
Ride, but we did ok. We have shirts left 
over, price reduced to $10.00. 
 
         Chad ñCoastiò Taylor /Director 

AMERICAN LEGION DAY  A day of our owné. 

Legionnaires will soon have their own annual national holi-

day to celebrate: American Legion Day, an occasion to tell 

the   organizationsô story by showcasing Legion programs 

and working within communities through the Legionôs Four 

Pillars.  In May, the Legionôs National Executive Committee 

unanimously passed Resolution 11, which declares     

American Legion Day to be Sept 16- when, in 1919,       

Congress  issued a federal charter to the organization.  The 

NEC is asking elected officials at the federal, state and local 

levels to proclaim Sept. 16 of each year American Legion 

Day.  ñWe encourage all posts and departments to take 

greatest advantage of the óAmerican Legion Dayô each year, 

to promote our programs and the good work done to aid 

Americaôs veterans, our military, and their families,ò              

National Commander David K. Rehbein.  (reprinted from 

the July 2009 issue of  American Legion Mag.) 



they would salute and bow, and at the same time give us one of 

the dirtiest looks I ever saw.  As we returned back to the dock to 

return to the ship the smaller children, old men and women were 

down there and they really cheered as we pulled away from the 

dock.  I donôt know whether they were giving a hearty send off 

or were glad to see us leave.  I returned to the ship and was very 

glad and enthused that I was one of the first Americans to step on 

one of the Japs cities, especially one that was bombed by the 

Atomic bomb.  I enjoyed it very much and hope that I can have 

the privilege of going in again to look the place over.  I imagine 

you have heard enough about Japs so will talk about something 

else. 

 The other morning I picked up one of the morning news 

sheets and was reading down it when Washington Court House 

appeared on it.  I thought for a moment that I was seeing things 

so I looked again and there was a big piece about Fayette County 

draft board walking out.  They should have done that about Janu-

ary 27, 1944 and then I wouldnôt have to had to register.  I think 

it is a wonderful idea and they are certainly right.  All I read 

about in these morning news sheets is about the American people 

on strikes.  They must think there is a war on and can expect the 

wages that were paid them during the war.  They had better hang 

onto those jobs for when the biggest part of the service men get 

home they wonôt have any jobs. 

 

We have one more operation to make and after that we 

may return to the states, so if we do, I will be home for Christ-

mas.  I have a very good chance to anyway.  I donôt want you to 

send anything out here for my Christmas, because my mail has 

never arrived yet.  I havenôt had any mail since August 22 and it 

is getting damn hard to take too.  The last mail we got was the 

day we reached Ulithia.  There was a destroyer pull in here with 

mail for every ship but ours.  I guess it is because we have been 

transferred from one ship to another so damn many times.          

O well I can take it if the next fellow can. 

 

Say Lawrence what do you think of that World Series 

this year?  I was hoping like hell that the Tigers would win, for I 

had $15.00 bet on them.  Ohio State has been paying me five 

dollars each Saturday that they win their football game, and they 

havenôt lost one yet.  I hope to be home next year with civilian 

clothing on and sitting at the Ohio State Stadium each game they 

play there. Want to come along? 

 

I read in the news sheet that all the fellows in the Army 

with two years service can get out after March 1st.  Wayne will 

probably be out about the same time I am.  Mother when he gets 

out try and make him go back to school and graduate.  He is go-

ing to need a diploma after things start getting rough. 

 

Well as I am on watch and am really not suppose to be 

doing this, I expect I had better knock this off and start to work.  

You people be good and take care of yourselves.  If you see dad 

tell him I said hello and try and write him a letter and tell him to 

tell Ron that I am still looking forward to building roads this time 

next year.  Must close now so be good. 

                                                  Your  Son,   Bill 

Tim said he is looking for photographs that go along 

with this letter,  hopefully they can be found.      

The next installment of ñBillôs Diaryò will be published in the 

October edition so that we can publish the following letter.   

 

Legion member Tim Rudduck came across a letter written by 

his father, Bill Rudduck on October 15, 1945 while serving as a 

photographer's mate in the U.S. Navy.  Iôm positive that you 

will find this very interesting. 

 

Letter from William ñBillò Rudduck  U.S. Navy dated October 

15, 1945 Monday Morning to: 

 

Dearest Mother and Lawrence, 

 

 As this is the only stationary I have at the present it 

will have to serve the purpose of dropping you a few lines to let 

you know that I am O.K.   First of all let me tell you about my 

trip into Hiroshima.  It was the first city to feel the effect of the 

great Atomic bomb.  You canôt believe how powerful that bomb 

is until you have seen one of the cities that it was dropped on.  

This was the first time this city had ever been bombed before, 

but from the looks of the place you would think that impossible, 

for the whole city is destroyed and there isnôt even the remains 

of the ruins left. The places where the buildings were are noth-

ing but powder.  The glass windows or anything else that was 

glass is all melted and there isnôt anything left but huge piles of 

melted glass. 

 

 When we first went into the city all people there ran 

like scared rabbits.  You couldnôt blame after seeing what that 

bomb had done and we were the first Americans to put foot on 

this city.  After about an hour they saw that we werenôt going to 

harm them so they came out of hiding and out on the street and 

tried to be friendly with us.  They tried to give us things, but 

they didnôt offer anything of any interest to me so I turned down 

their offers.  Every vehicle that could hold a sailor would stop 

and offer us a ride or offered to take us some place, so my 

friend and I took a bicycle from a couple Japs and rode about 

two miles out of the city and came to the ruins of Hiroshima 

University of Literature and Science.  We looked around the 

ruins awhile and then returned back to the city and returned the 

bicycles. 

 It appeared that most every person there smoked, be-

cause most of them were always begging for cigarettes from us 

and some of the richer people paid for them.  I sold five pack-

ages for 200 Yen which is $13.00 in American money.  That 

was all the cigarettes I had with me or I would have sold more.  

I went down to the train depot and met a lady about 37 years old 

and when she saw me she said ñSo the Americans have at last 

arrivedò.  I told her that we were here on a tour and asked her 

where she learned how to speak English.  She told me that she 

was educated in Hawaii and her parents brought her back to 

Japan as soon as she graduated from school.  She said that they 

hadnôt had any sugar for three years and candy and cigarettes 

were unheard of.  She said she lost her daughter when the bomb 

hit there and her husband at Iwo Jima.  I couldnôt help from 

feeling sorry for her even though I shouldnôt have. 

 

 I appeared to me that every boy that was able to walk 

was in some type of military training for all of them had on 

some type of uniform.  When they would pass us on the streets 



BOOSTER 

MEMBERS 
January 

Dale & Ruby Minton 

Nan & John Philp 

Wilbert Ward 

 

February 

Walt & June Ewing 

Ginny & Marvin Kerr 

 

March 

Joe Schultz 

Bill & Vera Baker 

 

May 

In memory ofé 

...Dutch McClelland 

Bob & Cathy Meserve 

Harold Davis 

In memory of.. 

...Duke Carr 

In memory ofé 

John J. Nicely.. 

Jim & Sue Demmery 

 

July 

Richard Payne 

Dave & Barb Sipe 

Leonard & Sena Redmond 

 

August 

Lee Post 

Earl Elznic 

Jim Cochran 

 

September 

Russell & Doris Smart 

Leonard Wical 

 

October 

Ben & Mary Conger 

Lee Grotevant 

Robert & Carol Shipman 

Cliff & Marge Morningstar 

Kristie Kiphart 

Tommy & Virginia Roush 

 

November 

Bob Morgan 

Charles Lakatos 

Marvin Ferris 

 

  
1st Monday 

1st Wednesday 

2nd Tuesday 

2nd Wednesday 

2nd Thursday 

2nd & 4th Tue 

3rd Tuesday 

4th Tuesday 

 

Attend Meetings - make a difference 
7:00 p.m.- 40 & 8 Meeting 

7:00 p.m.- Auxiliary Meeting 

6:30 p.m.- E Board Meeting 

7:00 p.m.- S.A.L. Meeting 

7:00 p.m.- Entertainment Committee Meeting 

7:30 p.m.- Regular Membership Meeting 

7:00 p.m.- Legion Riders Meeting 

6:30 p.m.- Memorial Squad Meeting 

 

Fri        Sept 4 Fish Fry  6:00PM       Karaoke w/Paul & Shirley 

Fri        Sept 11 Special ñ911ò Service  7:00PM 

Sun      Sept 13 Breakfast  9:00AM      

Wed     Sept 16               ñAmerican Legion Dayò 

Fri        Oct 2 Fish Fry  6:00PM       Karaoke w/Paul & Shirley 

Sun       Oct 4 Breakfast  9:00AM      

Sat        Oct 10 Legion Family Picnic -  3P-12-Midnight   Food @ 4P 

Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Etc. 

Band from 8P-12M, Beer $1.00, Mixed Drinks $1.50 

(Bottom Shelf) 

Sat        Oct 17 Steak Dinner  6:00PM 

  

  

  

  

Office Supplies & Furniture 

Janitorial Supplies 

Copy Service 

 

937-382-3557 

144 E. Sugartree St. 

Wilmington , OH 45177 

www.waringofficesupplies.com 

 

 
 

1850 Rombach Ave. 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

 

382-2542 or 800-234-2542 

www.bushauto.com    Full Line GM Dealer 

 

8/07 

Call the post at 382-2219 or check our website at WWW.POST49.ORG for other events during the month. 

Euchre every Monday at 7:00 p.m. 

Come See Why 

Weôre The 

#1 Dealer 

In The District! 

02/10 

01/10 
01/10 

Have you ever wondered whatõs for lunch at Post 49?  Now you can check 

the daily lunch menu on the events calendar on our website.  The format 

of the website has also been updated,  check it out at www.post49.org  



GOLF AT ITS BEST!  
   OPEN TO THE PUBLI C 

CATHERINEôS 

SEWING & ALTERATIONS  
For all your Sewing needs call 

 

Catherine Wisecup 

Phone: 937-382-1166 

 

 
 

 

THE WILMINGTON ANIMAL CLINIC  
 

EDWIN M. DYE                                (937) 382-7765 

           DVM                                  fax (937) 383-4665 

Large and Small Animals by Appointment 

 

1103 Rombach Ave 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

  

 

 

 

  

      

Cliff Morningstar Appliance Service 
 

(937) 383-6394 

Toll Free 877-383-6394 

Reasonable Rates 

28 Years Experience 

McCoyôs Tax Service 

Taxes Å Accounting Å Payroll 
 

4223 Kernan Road 

Blanchester, OH 45107 

Please call for Appt. 

(937)783-1018 

 

 

 

South Shore Marina 

On Beautiful Cowan Lake State Park 
Chad Taylor                                                                7379 St Rt 730 

General Manager                                           Wilmington, OH 45177 

(937)289-2656                                                    Fax: (937)289-3115 

www.ssmarina.com                                           chad@ssmarina.com 

 

Lowe, Smokercraft & Sewswirl Boats 

Johnson/Evinrude Outboards, Mercuiser 

MAPLE GROVE CAMPGROUND  

937-382-8685 

 

Glenn & Ruth Dupree 

Owners & Operators 

2519 Prairie Rd 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

COMMERCIAL                                                        RESIDENTIAL 

RONõS CUSTOM CONCRETE 

*For all your concrete needs* 

*Specializing in STENCILED CONRETE *  

** RESURFACING OLD CONCRETE **  

Email                                   Ronnie Andrews 

Randrews001@cinci.rr.com         937-725-4469 

(937)382-4971  (937)302-8044  (937)382-3983 

Business                   Cell                   Home 

JIM COOK 

COOKôS AUTO 

5186 22/3 W ï Wilmington, OH 45177 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPACE AVAIABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAIABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

Weathervane Drycleaners 
156 E Main St 

Wilmington, OH 45177 
 

Newsletter printing and mailing by:  

ADVANTAGE PRINTING  

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 
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Wilmington Veterans Post 49 

140 E. Locust Street 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

Phone: (937) 382-2219 

2/04 

01/10 

02/10 

ELKS 797 GOLF CLUB  
2593 S. R. 22E  

Wilmington, OH 45177  
937-382-2666 ñ 1-800-670-3557  

www.abxair.com  

01/10 

01/10 

01/10 

02/10 

01/10 

1009 

03/10 

03/10 05/10 

05/10 

05/10 09/10 09/10 


