
T
H

E
 F

O
R

T
Y

 N
IN

E
R 

W
W

W
.P

O
S

T
4
9

.O
R

G
 

TAPS 
In memory of our         

departed comradesé 

                       
 

 

Wilmington Veterans Post 49 
140 E. Locust Street  Wilmington, OH 45177 

(937)382-2219 

March 2009 

Commanderôs Corner 
 

  Thank-you one and all, it has 

been awhile since we reached 

membership quota but we did it.  

In fact we are over the top and still 

climbing.  A special thanks to our 

First Vice and Adjutant for their 

hard work in making it happen. 

 

Americaôs Favorite Rock ôN Roll 

Comedy show, The Legends, are 

coming to our American Legion 

Post March 14th.  Itôs a St. Patty 

Day party with Dinner and Dance 

$15.00 each/$25.00 per couple or 

$10.00 each for just the dance.  

Come join the fun. 

 

I am currently working on ap-

pointing a nominating committee 

and making preparations for Me-

morial Day.  I have a full plate and 

could us the help.  And again a  

reminder, elections are just around 

the corner. 

 

See everyone at the next post 

meeting.     

       

     Jerry LeForge/Commander 

Post 49 Legion Riders 

 

A reminder to all riders that 2009 dues should be 

in by March 1st.  After that you are not considered 

a member.  There is no grace period.  You must 

reapply for membership.   The by-laws are now 

posted on the website.  Click on the legion riders 

tab at www.post49.org.  The officers will be meet-

ing to discuss this years ñridesò and other events.  

Please mark your calendars for the third Tuesday 

of each month at 6:30pm and attend the meetings.  

You do make a difference. 

Hoping to see everyone at the next meeting. 

 

Chad Taylor, Director 

* Post 49 members 
...may their souls rest in peace 

 *Jon Fox 
 *Richard Townsend 
   Charles M. Roe  
*Robert W. Stuckert 
*William A. Luecking Jr. 
*Wilbur L. Moots 



Wednesday, June 26, 1918 -  
Was just up and had my coffee and hard tack. This is a fine morning. In 

fact, the weather has been ideal during the trip so far. Yesterday A.M. 

the wireless operator got a message saying that the Italians had captured 

a large force of Austrians. 

That sounded good to us. Grit (Stautner) is in his bunk reading. I am 

waiting for him to finish "The Third Degree", then I'm going to read it. 

The different boats are all camouflaged so, at a distance, it is hard to 

make out what they are. They look like two or more boats off away. The 

ocean is very calm this evening. We have a fire drill once a day. We all 

go in different boats and rafts that we are assigned to. We go to there 

with our belts on and our canteens full of water. The Y.M.C.A men had 

movies for us in our mess hall this evening. They didn't get to finish 

them on account of having to put out the lights. The electricity is turned 

off as soon as it begins to get dark. I mean for lighting purposes. 

Thursday P.M., June 27, 1918 -  
We must be about half way across by this time. (As yet we haven't seen 

any sign posts, billboards, etc. out here telling us where we are), ha. I 

have been reading most of the day, "The Third Degree" and "The Silver 

King". Everybody is in good spirits. I never had any idea how blue the 

water is in the ocean. It sure is a pretty sight along with the white caps. 

It hasn't been very rough so we haven't seen what you would call big 

waves. It looked like we might have storms late last night, but it didn't 

develop. We all miss our mail. We got mail the day we left Newport 

News, VA. I am sitting up on a couple of large poles. They are up above 

the top deck and are used as derricks I guess. It is fine up here ... such a 

cool breeze. Below me, fellows are playing checkers, cards and other 

games. Some are reading and still others are sleeping. It is a pretty sight 

to look over to our left and on a line with us see three other transports 

plowing their way through the water. On our right is a destroyer, to our 

rear are three more transports. Also, a destroyer or two also over to our 

extreme left. The sub-destroyer evidently went back the day we were 

joined by the other transports and destroyers. 

Friday, June 28, 1918, 11 A.M . - 

 Just had dinner, or that's what it represented- ha. I have been reading all 

morning, "The Loured from the North". The ocean is very choppy today. 

Every once in a while a wave reaches up to the deck. Everyone's getting 

a dunking.  4:30 P.M. -  I read till the fire drill. After that, I shaved and 

cleaned up. Then I started another book, "The Light of the Western 

Stars". Our Company is waiting for supper. We have been eating first 

but today it was changed and now we eat last. We haven't had to wear 

our life belts around for the last couple of days. It is still windy and 

much cooler. I am sitting here in my bunk. It is a top bunk just like 

shelves), and a port hole opens right at my head. so it makes a good 

place to read and write. It is all I can do to sit up in it because I will hit 

my head on the iron floor above. I haven't tried to write any letters yet. I 

think I'll wait until we land. I wonder what the folks at home are doing. 

We got on this boat a week ago this evening at Newport News. VA. 

Saturday, 10:00 A.M., June 29,1918 -  
Every A.M. we have physical exercise ending with a run a couple of 

times around the main deck. 5:10 P.M. - I had supper about an hour ago. 

Since then I've been up on the forward deck. It is pretty rough sailing 

this evening. I saw a peach of a rainbow a while ago. It is still raining. 

I'm going to read until it gets dark, then I'll go up and enjoy the breeze. 

It's fun to watch the waves come up against the boat's sides. Some of 

them get you good and wet. Hoskins, a fellow next to me, has been sick 

ever since we set sail. Also. a fellow below him (Pat), is also sick to-

night. Poor fellows ...you have to laugh at them, though. I'm going up 

and take a smoke now because, after dark no one can smoke because of 

the light it makes. 

Sunday P.M., June 30, 1918 -  
Here it is, the last day of June and out here on the ocean, it feels like a 

Fall day. I read all morning "The Strange Cares of Mason Brant". Read-

ing is about the best past time one can find here on the boat. This P.M. 

religious services were held by the Y.M.C.A. men in the mess hall. After 

 òBILLõS DIARYó  that, slides were shown and a lecture given on Paris by one of the "Y" 

men. It was very interesting. 

It is very rough today. It is all you can do to keep your feet. I think our 

time gains about a half hour every twenty-four hours as we keep going. 

A fellow just brought me down another book, so I can start reading 

again. You can buy apples here on board four for a quarter, and oranges, 

three for a quarter. Good fruit sure tastes good. 

4: 15 P.M. - I just got back from supper. We had chicken, potatoes, 

peas, sweet pickles, stewed figs, bread and tea. That was the best we 

have had. Everything is cooked by steam. It is very rough tonight. They 

tell us we are 1,200 miles from shore yet, and that we are in the danger 

zone again. We had to put our life belts on again the evening. 

Monday, July 1, 1918 -  
Same weather. very rough and strong winds. Our Company was 

on guard last night looking for submarines ...they had us all over the 

boat. I had the third relief on the starboard side of the main deck only 

once from II till I o'clock. 

1 slept most all morning, then shaved and cleaned up, then had dinner. 

Capt. Spencer is selling out the last of the candy. I just went up and got 

some. Each man was allowed two pieces. 

1dreamed that I was home this morning. 

Tuesday, July 2, 1918 -  
I got up too late for the bread and coffee this A.M .. We just had 

our exercise up on the main deck. It is still cool, cloudy and rough. We 

ought to land in a few days. Our entire Company goes on guard again 

tonight. 

2:00 P.M. - I just got back from fire drill. We heard from a boat that 

we passed this A.M. that a submarine was within twenty miles of us last 

night. It isn't so rough this evening. 

Wednesday, July 3, 1918 -  
This is a fine morning with the sun out good and strong and 

not so rough. This morning we were joined by a fleet of British sub-

chasers that looks pretty good. We must not be so far from our landing 

point. 2:10 P.M. - I just had a bath and a shave and feel fine. A few 

more sub-chasers and destroyers joined us this A.M .. I counted thirteen 

of them this noon. It's a pretty sight out now. There are seven transports 

- four in the front. and three behind. The sub-chasers are all around us. 

Some of them are almost out of sight. while others are closer to us. The 

sun is out bright and the ocean is calm. Altogether. it's a beautiful sight. 

Thursday, July 4, 1918 -  
This sure is a fine morning. I wonder what they are doing at home. I 

doubt if they are up as it's 9:30 here. How I wish I was with them. I 

dreamed this morning that I was down at Clyde's. Clarence was with me. 

Just wait till we knock the hell out of the Kaiser. 

12:30 P.M. - I just finished eating the remainder of a can of strawberry 

preserves that a fellow brought to me. I'm going on deck and enjoy the 

fine afternoon as best as possible. 

4:30 P.M. - Our Company goes on guard tonight. The machine gun 

Company and "I" Company are quarantined because one of the fellows 

has the measles. I guess we land tomorrow. Everyone is anxious to get 

ashore again. We are crowded here. I guess there are 2,000 troops on 

board, and this isn't such a large ship. We have had to sleep with our 

clothes on all the time. I am going to try and take a short nap before 7:30 

P.M. assembly for guard. Each relief stays on about three hours and then 

they are through. I never spent a Fourth of July like this one. Some 

"cuss" just had the nerve to yell over and ask me if I was going down-

town tonight. We were ordered to have a clean shave, haircut. and a 

clean change of underwear tomorrow. We must be going to march off in 

our underclothes. 

Message from fortyniner editor  

Is everything o.k. here with Billõs Diary? 

Any suggestions, gripes, etc.. Please advise 

me at www.webmaster@post49.org  



BOOSTER 

MEMBERS 
January 

Dale & Ruby Minton 

Nan & John Philp 

Wilbert Ward 

 

February 

Walt & June Ewing 

Ginny & Marvin Kerr 

 

 

March 

Joe Schultz 

Bill & Vera Baker 

 

May 

In memory ofé 

...Dutch McClelland 

Bob & Cathy Meserve 

Harold Davis 

In memory of.. 

...Duke Carr 

 

July 

Richard Payne 

Dave & Barb Sipe 

Leonard & Sena Redmond 

 

August 

Lee Post 

Earl Elznic 

Jim Cochran 

 

September 

Russell & Doris Smart 

Leonard Wical 

 

October 

Ben & Mary Conger 

Lee Grotevant 

Robert & Carol Shipman 

Cliff & Marge Morningstar 

Kristie Kiphart 

Tommy & Virginia Roush 

 

November 

Bob Morgan 

Charles Lakatos 

Marvin Ferris 

 

  
1st Monday 

1st Tuesday 

1st Wednesday 

2nd & 4th Tue 

2nd Tuesday 

3rd Tuesday 

4th Tuesday 

2nd Thursday 

Attend Meetings - make a difference 
7:00 p.m.ð 40 & 8 meeting 

6:30 p.m.ð SAL meeting 

7:00 p.m.ð Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 

7:30 p.m.ðRegular Membership meeting 

6:30 p.m.ðE Board meeting 

6:30 p.m.ðLegion Riders Meeting 

6:30 p.m.ðMemorial Squad meeting 

7:00 p.m.ðEntertainment Committee Meeting 

Sun      Mar 1 Breakfast 9:00AM - 12:00 Noon 

Fri       Mar 6 Fish Fry  6:00PM       Karaoke w/ Paul & Shirley 

Sat      Mar 14 St. Patrickôs Day Party with Dinner and Dance $15.00 

each/$25.00 per couple or $10.00 each for just the 

dance.  ENTERTAINMENT:  The Legends                  

6P-??   Come join the fun. 

Sat      Mar 21 Steak Dinner  6:00PM          Entertainment - ???? 

Sat      Mar 28 Meatloaf Cook-Off    6:00PM   Entertainment - ???? 

  

  

  

  

  

Office Supplies & Furniture 

Janitorial Supplies 

Copy Service 

 

937-382-3557 

144 E. Sugartree St. 

Wilmington , OH 45177 

www.waringofficesupplies.com 

 

 
 

1850 Rombach Ave. 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

 

382-2542 or 800-234-2542 

www.bushauto.com    Full Line GM Dealer 

 

8/07 

Call the post at 382-2219 or check our website at WWW.POST49.ORG for other events during the month. 

Euchre every Monday at 7:00 

Come See Why 

Weôre The 

#1 Dealer 

In The District! 

02/10 

01/10 
01/10 



GOLF AT ITS BEST!  
   OPEN TO THE PUBLI C 

CATHERINEôS 

SEWING & ALTERATIONS  
For all your Sewing needs call 

 

Catherine Wisecup 

Phone: 937-382-1166 

 

 
 

 

THE WILMINGTON ANIMAL CLINIC  
 

EDWIN M. DYE                                (937) 382-7765 

           DVM                                  fax (937) 383-4665 

Large and Small Animals by Appointment 

 

1103 Rombach Ave 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

  

 

 

 

  

      

Cliff Morningstar Appliance Service 
 

(937) 383-6394 

Toll Free 877-383-6394 

Reasonable Rates 

28 Years Experience 

McCoyôs Tax Service 

Taxes Å Accounting Å Payroll 
 

4223 Kernan Road 

Blanchester, OH 45107 

Please call for Appt. 

(937)783-1018 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

SPACE AVAILABLE  

 

 

$50.00 PER YEAR 

Weathervane Drycleaners 
156 E Main St 

Wilmington, OH 45177 
 

Newsletter printing and mailing by:  

ADVANTAGE PRINTING  

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Wilmington, OH 
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Permit No. 117 

Formed 1919 ï Chartered November 23, 1923 

Wilmington Veterans Post 49 

140 E. Locust Street 

Wilmington, OH 45177 

Phone: (937) 382-2219 

2/04 

01/10 

02/10 

ELKS 797 GOLF CLUB  
2593 S. R. 22E  

Wilmington, OH 45177  
937-382-2666 ñ 1-800-670-3557  

www.abxair.com  

01/10 

01/10 

01/10 

02/10 

01/10 

1009 


